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Minutes 

 

 Of the Meeting held on Tuesday, 13th of March 2018 at 7.30 pm – at St. Ives Town Hall 
 

Present:  
Margaret Lumb         (ML) : Chairman 

Colin Saunderson (CS) : Fenstanton PC 

Jeff Nicholls  (JN) : Earith PC 

Brian Burpitt  (BB) : HCV Group 

Peter Smith  (PS) : Co-opted member 

Owen McLaughlin (OM) : Secretary 

Eda McPhaerson (EM) : Hollywell-cum-Needingworth PC 

Leslie Craig  LC) : Houghton&Wyton PC 

Jean Chandler  (JC) : Co-opted member 

 

 

1. Welcomes & Apologies   
 

Apologies had been received from  Noel Baker, Dave McCandless, Andy Bush & Andy Street. 
 

2. Minutes - To approve Minutes of  the meeting held on 9th  January 2018 
 

JC said that her apologies were not recorded in the minutes. OM to correct the omission. 
 

The motion to approve the minutes was put to the meeting. 
 Proposed:   JN   Seconded. CS  All were in favour. 

 

3. Matters arising from the Minutes 
 

Vegetation:  The Highways Officer will look at the overhanging hedges impeding the passage of cyclists in 

Needingworth.  If necessary he will write to the hedge owners themselves. 

 

Street Lights: ML had sent an email to Highways and received a reply from Alan Hitch stating that all 
street lights owned by the County Council are individually controlled by either a photocell or via the 
council’s wireless central management system. Both systems are triggered by specified light levels. These 
levels are the same for all areas of the county. 



However, this does not explain why so many lights were switching off while it was still dark.  
 
PS: This is only really a problem during the darkest months and we should keep it under review. 

 

Cromwell Place Crossing: PS has sent a letter to the TC and there is a meeting tomorrow. They are 
concerned about it.  It is possible they will go for it next year with an LHI bid.  

 
Guided Bus Traffic Lights: 

 
CS: John Souter thinks the guided bus is not causing congestion problems which is hard to believe.  
PS: They don’t seem to have co-ordinated the lights to allow pedestrians and buses to move at the same 
time which is possible and would reduce delays. 
ML: We could ask the question.  (OM to contact).  
JC: The pedestrian phase is too long. It only needs half the time.  

 

4. Correspondence 
 

Cambridge & Peterborough Road Safety Partnership (CPRSP): 
 

Email  below received from Matt Staton in response to enquiries by the RSC concerning the CPRSP road 
casualty reduction targets. 

 
Hi Owen, 

 

Thanks for your email. As you point out, there has been a concerning increase in the number of serious 

collisions reported in the stats and we have been investigating this for a little while. We’re in the process of 

undertaking a tracking exercise with the hospital to try and explore the true extent of the effect of the new 

collision reporting system (CRASH) rather than relying on the national estimate from the DfT as the effect 

seems to vary widely from police force to police force. 

 

What we do know is that regardless of the effect of CRASH compared to previous figures, we now have a 

more accurate indication of the severity of collisions than we did under the previous recording system. 

 

I’d be quite happy to meet with you to understand the remit of the committee and talk about some of the 

work we are doing and where you could possibly assist? 

 

Kind regards, 

Matt 

Matt Staton 

Road Safety Education Team Leader 

Cambridgeshire County Council – Highways Service  

ML: Would be willing to meet Mr Staton to discuss co-operation. (OM to arrange). 

5. National RTA Statistics 
 
The DfT have published the latest RTA statistics for the period October 2016 to September 2017.  
The numbers show a 4% fall in fatalities nationwide but a 6% increase in serious injuries.  
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ALL CASUALTIES           

Killed 2,816 1,799 1,800 1,720 -4 -4 

KSI 
2
 30,041 24,456 25,420 27,010 10 6 

Slightly injured 216,010 172,838 157,327 147,490 -15 -6 

All casualties 246,050 197,294 182,747 174,510 -12 -5 

P - Provisional estimates            

        

2 - Killed or seriously injured           

 
6. Cambridgeshire RTA increase 

 
Cambridgeshire County Council have announced a change of approach in their plans to reduce road accident 
casualties. The new approach is to be discussed at a meeting of the Highways and Community Infrastructure 
Committee on March 13th. The statistics for Cambridgeshire show a significant increase in the number of 
people killed and seriously injured on the county’s roads in the past 2 years which is against the national trend.  

 

KSI casualties in Cambridgeshire 

    

Month 

2015 2016 2017* 

Fatal Serious Fatal Serious Fatal Serious 

January 4 13 2 17 6 28 

February 2 14 3 17 4 28 

March 4 12 5 12 3 28 

April 1 23 4 18 1 21 

May 2 30 0 20 4 32 

June 1 21 3 34 3 43 

July 3 18 1 25 3 27 

August 1 17 4 34 3 16 

September 4 21 3 43 - - 

October 5 29 1 28 - - 

November 1 29 3 30 - - 

December 2 29 4 37 - - 

         Fatal Serious 

    Sept 2015-

Aug 2016 34 285 

    Sept 2016-

Aug 2017 38 361 

    % change 12% 27% 

     



OM: Does the committee think we should add our views to this debate?   
CS: Fenstanton Lorry Park is an example of a dangerous situation which is not being addressed. Many of the 
drivers seem to be drinking. 
BB: Speeding and  dangerous driving are increasing partly because there is no checking by the police. 
LC: Lots of development is taking place but no work is being done on the roads. 
DM:  (by email)  Firstly , they need to take Community Road Safety out of the political arena. Another major  
aspect/policy they need to change is to recognise the proven long-term traffic calming effects of SIDs over 
VASs in the community and from now on they should replace all VASs with SIDs. 
 

They also need to recognise that the total number of deaths /serious accidents in 30 zones exceeds the total 
number in all other limits put together, as stated in an ITV 2-Part Documentary Speeding Wars that all on the 
committee should watch as a pre-requisite to drawing any conclusion about where the greatest threat to the 
community lies and where resources should be apportioned and concentrated to address an increasing deadly 
problem. 

 

7. . Speeding Reports 
 

OM: There are no new speeding statistics available at the moment. 
BB: Do we have access to the speed camera figures? 
ML: I will check on this.  

 
8. Watching Items 

 
Item 4. Wheatsheaf junction:  
. 
ML : Tuesday last week there was almost a very serious accident here. A motorcyclist was waiting to cross 
and suddenly did so without looking properly. He was missed by car by a matter of inches.  We should 
write to PCs in the area  to see if there is some collective will to do something about it. I think we should 
include Woodhurst, Bluntisham, Colne, Earith, St. Ives TC and perhaps also Envar Ltd.  Perhaps just traffic 
lights at rush hour would be sufficient. 
PS: If you put in traffic lights you need a camera. People will race the lights.  
Action: OM to write but wait for a response from Andy Street. 
 
Item 5. Earith Junction:  

 
      JN:  Nothing new to report just the LHI traffic calming  initiative at the East end of the village.   
 

Item 14. Corn Exchange and Station Road 
 
The parking situation is much worse since Wetherspoons opened. 
 
Item 31: Hill Rise, Houghton Road:   
 
Still the same problems here. 
JC: We asked for a camera at the lights. How much are they?  
BB:  They are taking out speed cameras because of the cost.  
Action: OM: Write to St. Ives TC.  
 
Item 49: Morrisons Store: 
 
ML: Is Giffords Farm going ahead? 
Eda: There are plans for 1800 houses and a supermarket. They will probably get permission on appeal.  

       
      Item 51: Meadow Lane Junction:  
 

CS: This junction is one of those on an action  list for which was recently announced in the media.  



 
Item 52: Sawtry Way Speed Limit: 
 
LC: This is being handled by the two Wyton PCs although Wyton-on-the-Hill  PC seems to have fallen 
apart.  
There was also a new planning application by Mick George for 60 chalets. The PC turned it down.  
 
Item 60: Sawtry Way Issue 

     
NB sent the following letter to CCC regarding a dangerous obstruction on the B1090. 
19th February 2018                                   

 

Dear Sir/Madam, 

 

B.1090 Sawtry Way, Wyton. 
 

I wish to complain regarding the lack of action over the dangerous obstruction located on the B.1090 Sawtry 

Way, Wyton just North-West of the roundabout for RAF Wyton (Map Ref: 279739).   This is at the up dated 

junction with the road leading to the old RAF Photographic Laboratory. 

 

Although there are lamp-posts in situ these have never been lit.   In the centre of Sawtry Way at the junction 

are two islands with lamp bollards, again not lit.   Soon after this junction was completed the ‘Keep Left’ 

bollard for traffic travelling towards RAF Wyton and St., Ives was damaged and was removed.   These 

islands are in a completely unlit area and have been so for several years now.   It is also obvious that they 

have not been cleaned recently. 

 

I consider that this is a real hazard for motorists using this road as they come upon an obstruction in the 

centre of the road and have no pre-warning.   It is obvious over the years that several vehicles have collided 

with portable arrow signs and bollards.   I think we are lucky that it appears no one has been seriously 

injured due to this obstruction. 

 

I was a member of the previous Wyton on the Hill Parish Council and before I left I know that our ‘Traffic 

Councillor’ had been in contact with your Department over this matter.   This was at least three years ago, 

and yet again another dark winter is here and nothing has been done to improve the situation.   I understand 

that one of your excuses was that it was ‘privately owned’.   How can that be, two islands in the middle of a 

main arterial road.   If it is correct you must have some re-course to action you can take. 

 

Even during daylight hours it is very scruffy and does not show Cambridgeshire in a good light especially as 

it is on the approach to one of the most important RAF bases in the Country. 

In the interests of  Road Safety I ask that some action to remedy the situation be taken as soon as possible. 

 

Yours  faithfully, 

 

Noel Baker 
 

Reply from Roy Ashley 
 
Re:  B1090,Sawtry Way, Wyton, Cambs. 
 
With reference to your letter of the 19th February 2018 concerning splitter islands,bollards and street 
lighting on the above road I would reply as follows. 
These works were constructed under a Section 278 Agreement between this authority and the developers 
which is supported by a bond. I tried to contact the developers on numerous occasions and eventully 



learned they had gone out of business. We are attempting to call in monies from the bond but the 
bondsman is querying every item. 
It was decided therefore that we would fund the street lighting remedials from the maintenance budget and 
reimburse this when the bond money is forthcoming and I am awaiting a quotation from Balfour Beatty 
before the work is ordered which will hopefully be very soon. In the interim the temporary signage on the 
islands will be cleaned and maintained. 
 
OM: Nothing has been done as yet. Noel wants to keep this on the watching list. 
 
OM: To let Noel know about the Mick George connection with this.  

     

9. Reports from members 
 

JN:  The cycle path is continuing to Earith in conjunction with the Bluntisham safety work. 3-way traffic 
lights will be in action from tomorrow at the church.. 
 
Eda: Parking round the shop still causing problems. There is now a 20 mph  limit down Church street.   
 
CS, Fenstanton: Highways England came to Fenstanton to talk about the A14. It is going well in the West 
but not in the East. Potholes are being created by construction traffic. There is also a problem at Brampton 
with cones. The new access to the crematorium is due to open in August. 

 
ML, Chair:  Cyclepath: The last landowner has now signed but they don’t know when they can restart the 
work..  
 
PS: Westwood Road has a problem with cracks.  The cyclepath from Hill Rise to the Seven Wives has 
been completed. It is also properly marked. Bin men have been leaving it clear which is encouraging. 
 
LC, Houghton & Wyton: Between St. Ives & Hartford we have asked for a 40mph speed limit but  were 
told it must be 50 mph because there are no houses. (BB: Road from Haddenham to Wilburton got a 40 
mph because of a single house). 

 

10.  Items for Further Consideration 
 

Police & Crime Commissioner Newsletter; 
 
OM: Circulate it with the minutes.  
 

11. Next 3 RSC Meeting Dates 
 

Tuesday  May  8th 

Tuesday   July 10th 
Tuesday  September  11th 

 


